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GALLOP GOVERNMENT’S ACCOUNTABILITY 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Today I received a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to 
debate as a matter of public interest the following motion - 

That this House condemns the Gallop Labor Government for four years of mismanagement, broken 
promises, poor accountability and failing to deliver a social dividend to the people of Western Australia.   

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it. 
[At least five members rose in their places.] 

The SPEAKER:  The matter shall proceed on the usual basis.   

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [3.09 pm]:  I move the motion.   
Mr Speaker, this session is going to be a challenge for you, because the conduct in this chamber today has been 
an absolute disgrace.  If there is one thing the public of Western Australia takes note of it is the absolute 
arrogance and conceit that we have seen throughout question time today.   
I move the motion.  We have just seen a demonstration of an arrogant government - a government that is on its 
way out.  Government members are all running from the chamber, but I will refer to those on the front bench.  
The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure promised this State a rail project that would be on time and on 
budget.  It is over two years late, it is over $400 million in excess of budget and it has not even got from the city 
to the Narrows Bridge.  Where is the credibility in that?  The Minister for Tourism was sacked from the health 
portfolio and has been roundly criticised by everyone in tourism as being incapable of doing the job.  We could 
have told him that from square one. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Everyone in Western Australia knows he was sacked from the health portfolio.  He will be 
sacked from tourism because of the debacle of a job he has done in that portfolio.  The Minister for Consumer 
and Employment Protection introduced a new wage structure for this State that was a complete flop. 

Government members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  There were approximately 700 employee-employer agreements.  Over 70 000 employees 
have gone into the Australian workplace agreement system.  The Minister for Energy could not even keep the 
lights on.  This State ran out of electricity because he could not make a decision.  The Minister for the 
Environment loves to pose with cuddly animals, but she stopped the infill sewerage program, arguably the most 
important environmental project in this State for the quality of our ground water and drinking water. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, minister! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Minister for State Development is an embarrassment to this State.  We saw that today.  
When he gets up in front of a business forum it is embarrassing for Western Australia.  It has been the tradition 
in state development in Western Australia that ministers of the Crown - 

Government members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  - can speak with authority, can speak in national and international forums and lead debate.  
This Minister for State Development has never been able to do any of that - never ever.  On no occasion has he 
been able to command a sense of direction and development for this State. 
Government members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I am sure that members on my right do not agree with a lot of what the 
current speaker is saying.  They will have an opportunity to refute that, but he has the right to say whatever he 
likes in this place and interjections at a level we have just experienced are unacceptable. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  What has the Minister for State Development achieved?  Is there a project in Western 
Australia that has resulted from an initiative that the minister or this Government has taken, or a project that has 
been completed?  Projects come and go.  There has been a big expansion in iron ore and satellite ore bodies 
under long-existing state agreements.  The North-West Shelf expansion was negotiated by the previous 
government.  I ask the Premier what happened to the eight projects on the Burrup Peninsula?  The only one 
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remaining is the Burrup fertiliser project, a project granted land under the previous Government.  What happened 
to Windimurra?  What happened to the HIsmelt project and Western Metals? 
Dr G.I. Gallop:  We delivered it. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Sorry, the HBI plant.  Yes, in the suburbs.  What happened to Western Metals?  If the 
Government had been proactive these projects - Windimurra, Western Metals and the hot briquette iron plant - 
would have been operating today.  All this Government sought to do was play politics.  Projects go through 
difficult times because of commodity prices or process techniques.   
The Minister for Education and Training has an ego that is way beyond his ability. 
Dr G.I. Gallop:  You can’t think outside your ego.   
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier should calm down.  I am sure he will get his chance.  The Minister for 
Education and Training hurls abuse around the chamber and turns to his backbench for applause.  What a narrow 
and conceited person.  However, what has he done in education?  Where has been the significant achievement in 
education?  Government members have spent most of the past six weeks trying to criticise me.  If they want to 
look back in the past they can do so.  If that is the forward-looking Labor Party that wants to reflect on the past, 
it can do so.  So we can get it on the record, I do not look back in the past - 
Government members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Mr Speaker, I said you would have a difficult job.  I will tell members about a few projects 
I was involved with.  They included the goldfields gas pipeline, the North-West Shelf expansion, hydro-power 
on the Ord River, Onslow Salt, mineral sands expansion in the south-west, the Collie power station and I could 
go on and on.  I will now tell members about a few things involved with education.  One of them, due not so 
much to my work as that of Hon Barbara Scott, was the introduction of a universal kindergarten and preprimary 
program for every child in every government, Catholic and independent school in this State; the introduction of a 
new curriculum for children; a complete revamping of primary schools; and the development of secondary 
education, middle school and senior colleges - not in Liberal electorates but in the south-east corridor.  We 
totally revamped schools.  We revamped education in Albany, Esperance, Kalgoorlie and Mandurah.  An 
inclusion for children with disabilities was introduced during my time as Minister for Education.  If government 
members want to go back and compare I am happy to deal with that.  I will at any stage compare my record in 
developing projects in this State with the Premier’s.  I will compare my record on education with that of the 
Minister for Education and Training any day, because he has achieved nothing.  He can point to no significant 
achievement.  What has he done to change education in this State?  Nothing.  He has done nothing to 
fundamentally change or advance education in this State. 

For four years the Minister for Culture and the Arts has failed to make up her mind about a much-needed 
performing arts centre for Perth.  That project has been around for four years!  It should have been built by now.  
In the last minute she comes up with a proposal to build something in Northbridge, a desperation proposal, 
wrongly sited and roundly unpopular in both the arts and the wider community. 

I now refer to the achievements of the Minister for Health.  This Government pins its health achievements on the 
Reid report, which is so typically Labor.  Government members hold up the report and say that is what they have 
done in health.  One recommendation in the Reid report was to spend $1.3 billion over 13 years for an extra 200 
beds.  That is hardly value for money.  Another recommendation was to spend $400 million moving the Royal 
Perth Hospital six kilometres into Nedlands.  That is hardly visionary.  In the meantime what has happened to 
country health?  Country health services have been absolutely decimated. 

What about country people in this State?  I do not think those on the Government side go out to the country.  
This Premier has never done me a favour other than on one occasion.  When I became Leader of the Opposition 
he broke a long-standing tradition of this State, which is laid down in the by-laws, that the Leader of the 
Opposition was always entitled to travel by air anywhere in this State at any time.  The Premier thought that 
breaking that tradition was clever and smart, but it was not.  He did me a favour, because it has meant that I have 
driven to virtually every town in the State, probably well over 150 towns.  I have driven from Esperance to 
Broome to Fitzroy Crossing to wherever.  I have driven all over the State.  I drive in, get petrol and talk and chat 
to people. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  He gets greeted with rose petals and the whole lot. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Speaking of rose petals!  I have spent a huge amount of time in country Western Australia.  
People in the country turned off the Premier and his Government 18 months ago.  That sentiment is now 
spreading to the city.  Why has that occurred?  It has occurred because of the Premier’s arrogance and 
indecision.  When he first became Premier I was invited to a business event.  People asked me what could be 
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expected of Dr Gallop.  I have known the Premier for a long time - as far back as university days.  I said that he 
was an honest person but that he would never make a decision.  Coincidentally last Friday I met with a similar 
group of business people, some of whom were at the first meeting.  They told me I was right; the Premier never 
makes a decision.  The Premier has established 395 committees.  Talk about a Premier who cannot make a 
decision!  It reminded me of when he was the Minister for Energy in the Lawrence Government - he loves to go 
back in time.  For three years he went around in circles in trying to build a power station at Collie.  He could not 
make a decision; he could not handle it.  We now know after the event that part of the reason was, at the same 
time, he was losing $465 million of insurance funds from the State Government Insurance Commission.  Maybe 
that paralysed him.  It is hardly a level of competency.  What is the hallmark?  What will people remember this 
Government for?  Will people see a major new gas pipeline in the State?  Will they see a major new water 
resource?  Will they see a major new development project?  Will they see a major growth in tourism facilities?  
They will not.  What will they see?  This Premier will claim that he saved the old-growth forests.  He has 
stopped something.  Yes, I acknowledge that.  However, what has he achieved?  What can we look at in Western 
Australia that this Government can say it initiated and got in place?  What has it achieved?  The projects this 
Government has touched have gone into financial trouble.  The rail project is the most obvious.  When members 
of the business community see the Minister for Tourism laugh the way he is laughing now they will decide that 
they do not want him as the tourism minister. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I will come back to the minister because the tourism industry has a complete lack of 
confidence in him. 

During the last election in 2001 the now Premier stated that he would concentrate on the important issues of 
health, education and law and order.  Is that what he did?  No, he did not.  He concentrated on gay and lesbian 
law reform, prostitution in the suburbs and the decriminalisation of cannabis.  That was his first-year agenda.  
Did he talk about those things in the election campaign?  Did he tell the people of Western Australia that he 
would introduce same-sex adoption and that he would lower the age of consent for young males to 16 years?  
Did he tell the people of this State that he would decriminalise the possession and cultivation of cannabis?  No, 
he did not.  He did not tell the people of this State about those things.  He followed his drugs and gay-lesbian 
agenda.  That is what he did in his first 12 months.  If the Premier is to be remembered for anything, the people 
of the State will remember him for his social agenda.  That is why they have switched off.  They will forever 
remember the approach the Premier took on drugs. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Are you going to reverse those policies? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Yes, some of them; certainly the policy on drugs. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We know about your grubby little deals. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Would the minister like to expand on that? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We will. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  All he can do is slag people off.   

As I was saying, that was the agenda of the Premier.  Australian families do not really care about gay and lesbian 
people. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  What a ridiculous comment. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:   They do not.  They are not offended by them but they are not concerned about them.  They 
just want them to get on with their lives.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  They are just normal people. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Of course they are, so just let them get on with their lives.  The Premier had to make it a 
social reform issue.  Talk about the old socialist-left thinking!  That is what he had to do. 

If there is any issue that concerns parents in this State more than any other, it is drugs.  I was talking to my 
cousin the other night at a family function.  He is a doctor.  He said he has repeated cases of people seeing him 
who have all sorts of mental health problems related to cannabis.  He said the other drugs are there but it is 
invariably cannabis that people start with and they go on to other drugs.  How can the Premier sit in this House 
having done what he has done on cannabis?  How can he try to pretend in any way that he cares for Western 
Australian families?  Families in this State will not vote for the Premier because he has ignored them; he has 
ignored family values. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  I will not pre-judge things.  I will put forward my point of view during the election. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier can do that.  He has ignored family values throughout.  He has been more 
interested in extreme social agendas - pandering to minorities rather than focusing on the basic values of Western 
Australian families.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  It is showing respect to people, no matter what. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Yes, but it is the Premier’s agenda and priority.  Does the Premier think that Western 
Australians want children to have two fathers or two mothers?  Does he think that Western Australians support 
that?  Why does the Premier have to undermine the institutions of marriage and parenthood?  Why cannot he just 
respect gay and lesbian people for what they are and leave them to get on with their lives? 

Look at accountability.  The Premier made various statements in this House about ministerial codes of conduct 
and he talked about parliamentary standards.  What we saw in this House today was an absolute disgrace.  It was 
a shameful episode.  When we have seen examples of poor ministerial conduct, on not one occasion has this 
Premier disciplined or sanctioned a minister or member.  We saw that only one week ago with the conduct of the 
member for Innaloo.  The Premier excused it.  A member of Parliament intimidated people at a public venue and 
his behaviour was excused.  The Premier also excused the record of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
He excused the Attorney General for giving a confidential affidavit to someone who was potentially involved in 
an investigation. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Rubbish. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  He did give it to the minister.  It was a clear conflict of interest.  However, it was excused.  
The Premier excused the Minister for Justice for repeated failings in her portfolio: the great escape and the two 
young offenders who brutally attacked and raped a grandmother.  He excused that.  That is why people will 
judge the Premier.  That is what people will remember about his Government.  He is soft on crime and soft on 
drugs.  He pursues narrow social agendas and he has never looked after the mainstream people of Western 
Australia.  He has never cared for them at all.  He has been about politics and nothing else.  For the past six 
weeks all the Premier and Government have been able to do is come into this House and try to attack the 
Opposition.  What a Government with a lack of direction!  If, after four years, the Government can do nothing 
else but try to berate the Opposition, what a poor effort that is.  It is a Government that has nothing to be proud 
of.  Bureaucracy goes on; schools get built and hospitals operate.  That happens regardless of a Government.  
What can the Premier point to that he has achieved?  The people will remember the great lie of the election 
campaign: that the Government will not increase taxes.  The Premier told a lie on public television.  Every 
taxpayer in this State will remember that.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  We know about you and the member for Ningaloo.  You work it out. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I know government members will get into gutter politics.  They can go for it.  They have 
their little team out there working on it, and good luck to them. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  No we have not. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Yes they have.  They have their little sleaze machine.  They can go for it.   

This Government increased taxes by over $100 million a year in each of its first three years.  It said it was going 
to fix the health system.  The biggest mistake it made was putting that person, the member for Yokine, in charge 
of health.  He was not competent to be a member of Parliament, let alone a minister, let alone a Minister for 
Health, which is probably the most difficult of portfolios.  What have we seen?  Ambulance bypasses have gone 
up by up to 800 per cent at times under this Government.  There has been the new phenomenon of ramping, 
whereby ambulances queue up outside hospitals, six, seven and eight at a time.  That is our public health system 
under this Government.   

I can go back to our time in government.  We had new hospitals built at Joondalup, Peel and Bunbury.  This 
Government is finally getting around to building one at Geraldton.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  We also had one built at Armadale. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Yes, Armadale.  We did things.  This Government cannot point to achievements.  It can 
point to its social achievements, if it wants to regard those as achievements.  Hospital bed numbers have gone 
down under this Government; there are fewer beds.  What has this Government done with the $1 billion it took 
off Western Australian taxpayers?  It has not even increased the number of beds in our public hospitals.  I can 
tell government members what they have done with the money.  They have accumulated it for an absolute rash 
of pre-election spending.  They talk about financial responsibility but I doubt they have added up the figures.  
Does the Premier realise that since 14 October he has made $1 408 million worth of announcements.  He can go 
on about financial credibility.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Will you table that document? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT:  It is a press release of this Government’s announcements, and it is on the Internet.  What 
sort of credibility is there for a Government that increases taxes because it says it is broke, then in a pre-election 
environment reduces them a bit and then in a panic pre-election environment reduces them a lot?  It has no sense 
of direction of where it will go.   

As regards crime, there has been a 37 per cent increase in aggravated assaults, with 487 more offences; and a 
17 per cent increase in non-aggravated assaults.  Drug trafficking has increased by 19 per cent.  Why has it 
increased in Western Australia?  It is because this Government effectively condones drug use by young people.  
It has not even prosecuted them.  There has been a complete lack of will to discipline drug users under the weak 
system of the cannabis infringement notices.  Why has that happened?  It is because all the lefties in the Labor 
Party, and probably their mates in the Greens, smoke a bit of pot.  That is what it is about.  It is pandering to this 
Government’s support base in Parliament.  The Premier and his Government do not care about young parents 
trying to raise children and keep them away from drugs.  He has been cynical and sneering, as he is now, but I 
can tell him that nothing has affected me more in the four years of this Government than his policy on drugs and 
the visits that I have made to drug rehabilitation centres.  I have seen young girls struggling to get their lives 
back together.  Do members know what they said to me?  They said to tell Dr Gallop that he is wrong; that they 
all started on cannabis, which led them on to speed, heroin and whatever.  If anybody says it is not a gateway 
drug, we can forget it, because it is.  I heard from 15 girls, all of whom had exactly the same story.  The Premier 
is not only failing those girls and hundreds of others like them, he is also failing their parents.  Young parents 
today know the effects of drugs.  They have seen the effects on their friends as they have grown up as teenagers 
and moved into their twenties.  They know the destruction that drugs can cause.  They look to the Government to 
provide some strength and leadership to support them as parents and as family members.  The Premier has failed 
them.  The teachers in my son’s school say that they have lost credibility with their students when giving anti-
drug messages, because the students say to them that Dr Gallop and the Government say that it is okay.   
Dr G.I. Gallop:  It does not happen in the schools with which I have been associated. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  It is the truth.  The Premier can talk to people throughout education.   
I want to stay with education for a moment.  The Minister for Education and Training has run for cover.  He 
likes to come in here and big-note himself, but what did he do when he first became minister?  He immediately 
tried to create a division between government, Catholic and independent schools.  He tried to reopen the wounds 
that had been closed since the 1990s.  He immediately went around and attacked non-government schools.  He 
immediately talked about rich kids, rich families and everything else.  I have been to hundreds of Catholic and 
independent schools.  The vast majority of parents of children at those schools are on average incomes.  The 
minister set about creating division, resentment and envy.  That is what he did.  What a Minister for Education 
and Training should do is to bring all education sectors together to get them working for the betterment of 
education and the raising of children.  He failed to do that.   
What did he do to teachers?  He swore at them.  He stood up at a public conference and he swore at them.  What 
a standard to set as a Minister for Education and Training.  If anyone should set a standard in public, it is the 
Minister for Education and Training.  This minister swore at teachers.  When he goes into schools now he is not 
welcome.  Ironically, I can go into schools and get a round of applause, as I did the other day, in his electorate I 
think.  He cannot do that because of his arrogance and the crudeness of his language.  He even had the effrontery 
to repeat the language in this Parliament in front of you, Mr Speaker, and every other member of Parliament.  
For a minister of the Crown with, of all portfolios, education, to crudely swear in front of teachers - 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Do you swear in front of your staff? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I do not swear in public. 

This Government has a deliberate policy of reducing the rate of imprisonment.  In 2002-03 under this 
Government 546 people were jailed for six months or less.  In 2001-02 it was 215 people.  The crimes involved 
were assault, aggravated assault, car theft, burglary and sexual assault.  The Government took away the court’s 
discretion.  Many repeat offenders are now out on the streets.  The Premier has not made this community safer.  
People are not reporting crime because the response time of police is inadequate.  Many people now are not 
insured because they see little point.  That is the reality. 

I have never seen a Government so lacking in protocol and courtesy as this Government.  It has been a talking 
point around this community.  Only in the last week there was another example.  There has been example after 
example of an arrogance, a lack of courtesy, and invariably it is from the Premier.  People come to me and to 
other members of the Opposition and say that they can see the premier’s lack of courtesy, his lack of respect for 
protocol and his failure to exercise the role of Premier, which is distinct from the role of leader of the Labor 
Party.  This Premier has never managed to make that distinction.  He has consistently compromised state 
protocol, vice-regal matters and ceremonial events.  If one looks back at the previous Government, I do not 
believe that Richard Court ever compromised protocol. 
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Dr G.I. Gallop:  I have not either. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier has done it repeatedly. 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [3.40 pm]:  When we have a debate like this in the last days of the 
Parliament, what is required from the Opposition is an analysis of the situation facing Western Australian, and a 
plan for the future.  However, all we have had from the Leader of the Opposition is abuse.  From the start of his 
speech to the end of his speech, we have had nothing but abuse.  I will go to the facts as they relate to this 
motion.  I will deal first with financial management, jobs and the economy.  This Labor Government has 
balanced the budget four times in four years.  We have paid off more than $480 million in state debt.  We have 
abolished six state taxes.  We have simplified the land and payroll tax system and have reduced the rate of 
payroll tax paid by more than 9 000 businesses.  The legislation that is now before the Parliament will result in a 
further $1 billion worth of cuts in payroll tax, stamp duty and land tax.  We have reduced total state government 
fees and charges paid by the average household by $86 in real terms compared with the coalition Government, 
which increased them by $296 in its last term.  That is our record on financial management.  We have the 
capacity to do that, because we have managed the finances of this State properly.  Those are the facts, and that is 
what the people will consider at the election - not the abuse of the Leader of the Opposition. 

When it comes to the economy, since we have come into government more than 63 000 first homes have been 
purchased by Western Australians.  We have achieved record levels of business investment.  We have created 
80 000 jobs.  We have reduced unemployment in this State to record low levels.  We have halved youth 
unemployment in this State.  I congratulate the Minister for Education and Training for the role that he has 
played in helping young people to gain skills so that they can take on jobs.  We are investing in a record capital 
works program to improve infrastructure and create jobs around the State.  One example is our $279 million 
investment to expand the capacity of our ports.  Western Australia is an export State.  We have nine per cent of 
the nation’s population but produce nearly 30 per cent of the nation’s exports.  Ports are crucial.  On Saturday I 
was in Geraldton with the member for Geraldton.  The $103 million Geraldton port enhancement program, 
which included deepening the harbour basin, an access channel and substantial wharf modifications, has been 
completed.  That was an initiative of this Labor Government.  There is now record activity in Geraldton as a 
result of that port investment. 

That is what the Government has done.  We have managed the state’s finances properly.  We have abolished six 
state taxes.  We are tackling the issue of our tax system through the legislation that is before the Parliament.  We 
have kept charges and fees for ordinary households in this State below the rate of inflation, whereas they 
increased over and above the rate of inflation under the Liberals.  On top of that we have had massive 
infrastructure investment.   

The Leader of the Opposition does not like facts.  I wonder why!  The Leader of the Opposition claimed again 
today that there have been no new projects in Western Australia under the Labor Government.  The $400 million 
HIsmelt Corporation Pty Ltd project in Kwinana was brought about by this Government.  Rio Tinto has 
acknowledged the work that this Government put in to get that project off the ground.  The Leader of the 
Opposition believes that project should not be in a heavy industrial area in Kwinana.  There would not be a 
HIsmelt project under a Liberal Government.  The $630 million Burrup Fertilisers Pty Ltd project was put 
together by our Government.  Other projects are the $440 million expansion of Alcoa’s Pinjarra refinery, and the 
$1.4 billion Ravensthorpe nickel project. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Has that happened? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is happening.  The workers are there now and are making that happen, under the watch of a 
good Labor Government.  Other projects are the $1 billion Telfer gold project and the $80 million Wesbeam Pty 
Ltd laminated veneer lumber plant at Neerabup, which again are happening under our watch.  The Leader of the 
Opposition likes to talk about what the business community says about this Government.  I meet many business 
people around Western Australia.  They like the way in which we are approaching government; namely, by 
being open and accountable, fair, and absolutely straightforward; and making sure the infrastructure is in place.  
The Leader of the Opposition has a problem with the business community.  What is his position on Barrow 
Island?  What is his position on the Burrup?  What is his position on HIsmelt?  What is his position on electricity 
reform?  The Leader of the Opposition is untrustworthy on the major economic questions that face this State.   

I turn now to the issue of trading hours.  We are very straightforward.  We will put two simple questions to the 
people and let them decide what our trading hours laws should be.  The Opposition is still saying that it has not 
changed its position.  The Opposition now has two positions.  Its first position is that there will be no change to 
trading hours laws.  Its second position is that it will accept the result of a referendum if it is 60 per cent.  That is 
a new definition of a referendum, I must say, from the Opposition.  That is what the member for Mitchell said on 
radio today.  We need a bit of clarity on this matter.  People who are investing in Western Australia want a 
straightforward approach to government, and some clarity.  That is what we are doing on electricity reform, the 
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power procurement process, building up the Burrup, developing Barrow Island and making sure that 
infrastructure is in place to assist in developing the State.  When it comes to jobs, opportunities and 
infrastructure, we have the runs on the board.  However, there is uncertainty about the position of the current 
Leader of the Opposition and his party.  Which position will they be taking - the one put by the member for 
Mitchell, the one put by the Leader of the Opposition, the one put by Hon Peter Foss and his upper House 
colleagues, or the one put by the lower House Liberals?  They do not have consistency.  They do not have unity.  
They do not have leadership within their party.   

Those are the core economic facts about Western Australia today.  What a record!  We inherited a budget that 
was in a mess.  We inherited unfunded commitments.  We inherited an economy that was heading south.  We 
inherited an economy in which unemployment and debt were growing.  Under our Government, we have had 
economic growth, reduced unemployment, reduced state debt and balanced budgets.  Western Australia is 
leading the nation, and it is recognised as such.  That is the economic record that people will reflect upon when 
they come to vote.   

I turn now to the social record of this Government.  We have ensured that the good results of our economic 
activity and the initiatives that we made when we first came into government to get the budget back into balance 
have gone into the three major areas of health, education and community safety.    

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What have you achieved?  Where are the new hospitals?  Where is the development of 
education? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I will go through it.  We have recruited more than 1 210 full-time salaried nurses.  We have 
reduced the public hospital waiting list from almost 18 000 in July 1999 to 12 729 in October 2004.  We have 
committed to a fully funded $2.7 billion plan to build a new $420 million, 600-bed southern tertiary hospital, to 
upgrade and expand Rockingham, Joondalup, Swan Districts and Armadale general hospitals, and to create a 
new super northern tertiary hospital by bringing together Royal Perth and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospitals.  We 
have the plan, and the plan is being implemented.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You have not done it.  You are not actually doing anything. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I hate to tell the Leader of the Opposition that history moves on and we always need to be 
looking to the future.  That is what we are doing.  We have reduced the pressure on emergency departments by 
opening three after-hours general practitioner clinics in cooperation with the Commonwealth.  We have 
increased the amount of money in our health system by $800 million a year since we came into government, to 
which we will now be adding over $100 million extra to make Western Australia the leading State when it comes 
to services for the mentally ill.  We have provided new accommodation services, a new approach to our 
emergency departments, extra after-hours services for the mentally ill, and more beds in our psychiatric hospitals 
in Western Australia.  We are leading the nation and are acknowledged to be doing so, as Dr Neale Fong said 
last week when commenting on this issue.  That is what we have done in health. 

I turn now to community safety.  We have reduced the crime rate by more than eight per cent over the past 12 
months, a decrease of more than 21 000 reported offences, and I congratulate our Police Service and the Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services for their work in this regard.  We have put the resources in, and given them 
the DNA technology and the training to use it.  We have allocated extra resources and extra police officers, and 
the runs are on the board.  The crime rate is down by more than eight per cent over the past 12 months.  The 
good work of the Labor Government is bearing fruit for the people of Western Australia.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  That is not what the people think.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the Opposition likes to say what people think.  I like to say what I do and I let 
the people think what they want.  The Leader of the Opposition does not understand that concept, and that is one 
of his problems.  That is obviously why Richard Court did not want him to be Leader of the Opposition.  

We have reduced burglaries by 16.5 percent over the past 12 months.  That is a decrease of nearly 7 000 
burglaries a year.  We have reduced car thefts by 16.4 per cent over the past 12 months - a decrease of nearly 
2 000 car thefts a year.  We are recruiting an extra 250 police officers.  We have collected more than 40 000 
DNA samples, resulting in 600 matches and 350 criminals going to jail.  All this has happened under the watch 
of a Labor Government.   

The Leader of the Opposition complains about the fact that we have reformed the laws of Western Australia so 
that everyone in the State, no matter what their sexual orientation, has equal opportunity.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  They had that before. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  No, they did not.  The laws of Western Australia discriminated against gay and lesbian 
people, and the Government is quite happy to say that it is proud of having removed that discrimination.  That 
makes our community safer and better, and there is no contradiction between doing that and cutting the crime 
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rates.  The Government can take on board more than one issue as a time.  The Western Australian Liberal Party 
has had a problem with that throughout its history.  It has always had a bit of a problem dealing with two issues, 
whether it be dealing with environmental issues and economic issues at one time, dealing with social issues and 
economic issues at one time or dealing with law reform issues and economic growth at the same time.  It is 
because the Liberal Party is limited.  In Western Australian history, the Liberal Party represents a limited view of 
things.  It has no vision for the future of our State, and is always pushing things down to the lowest common 
denominator rather than raising them and creating a vision for the future of our people.  That is the Labor 
approach; the Opposition has the Liberal approach. 

I turn now to education, and I am glad that the Minister for Education and Training is in the Chamber today.  We 
have reduced the maximum primary school class size from 28 to 24 for years 1 to 3.  We recognise the 
importance of the early years of education.  I ask every member of this Parliament to look at an article on 
literacy on page 4 of today’s The Australian.  Who is leading the nation on literacy, and who has led the 
campaign that is leading our nation on literacy?  It is the member for Willagee, the Minister for Education and 
Training.  We have not copied the other States; we have developed our own policy under the leadership of this 
minister, and the result is that Western Australia is leading the nation in literacy.  We have recruited an extra 954 
teachers for our schools.  We have improved high school retention rates to 63 per cent from a low of 58 per cent 
under the Liberals.  Of course, we are not happy with that.  The Labor Party will never be happy while so many 
young Western Australians, particularly in rural and regional Western Australia, are not completing year 12.  
Under the Liberals there was complacency, because these issues do not matter to them.  However, we have a 
passion to raise people, take them forward in this world and give them the capacity to succeed.  That is the Labor 
approach, and we are delivering.  We have spent over $280 million on school maintenance, which is an increase 
of more than $45 million over the previous Government, and we will eradicate the backlog with an extra 
$65 million over the next four years.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  The backlog has doubled under the present Government. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  What do I hear?  Is it the shadow Minister for Education and Training?  He has emerged 
from the desert, but does he have a tablet of stone?  The last time he emerged from the desert he said that we 
needed to increase school maintenance by $20 million.  We trebled that amount, with an increase of $65 million.  
The Leader of the Opposition should not talk the way he talks.  He should go to the facts, as that is what people 
want from the Government and political parties.  They are the facts on education.  

Let us go now to the environment.  The Government is very proud of its record on the environment.  It has 
stopped the logging of old-growth forests - a historic decision that no previous Government had the courage to 
take.  I took the issue through the Australian Labor Party, and I took it to the people at the last election.  We have 
done it; we have stopped the logging of old-growth forests.  We are creating 30 new national parks and spending 
an extra $50 million on capital investment in our national parks so that we can protect them and allow people to 
visit them without undermining them.  We stopped that ritzy resort and development proposal that would have 
occurred at Mauds Landing near Ningaloo Reef.  It is interesting that the Liberal Party has never said that it will 
not resurrect that project.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who started it?  It was a Labor proposal. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It went back to the 1980s, but I ask the member: who stopped the project?  The Labor 
Government stopped it.  We have worked with the community to reduce water consumption from 180 kilolitres 
to 155 kilolitres per person.  We have increased the total amount of water available to Western Australian 
households and businesses, and only last week I opened a new recycling plant in Kwinana to convert waste water 
into water that can be used by industry.  It will reduce outflows into Cockburn Sound and reduce the reliance of 
that industrial area on aquifers and the dam system in Western Australia.  That is visionary government.  We 
have involved the public in water conservation.  There is still a lot to do on water, but we have started the 
process.  It is not just about dams, as it was under the Liberals, nor is it just about aquifers, as it has been in 
Western Australia for many years.  It is about conservation and recycling, and it will also have to be about 
desalination, because we need a rainfall-independent source of water.  The Government has committed an extra 
$15 million over four years to protect the Swan River for future generations.  We are empowering all those local 
environment groups that care so much for our rivers.  I was with the minister only last week at the Canning 
River, with the Mayor of Canning, Mick Lekias, and that wonderful group of 100 volunteers who are working to 
make sure that the Canning River is clean and the outflow going into the Swan does not increase the nutrient 
levels. That is what we have done for the environment.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What about planting trees? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I planted one last week, in fact.  I planted a tree at Beachlands Primary School in the late 
1950s, and I have been planting trees ever since I have been a member of Parliament.  I love planting trees.  The 
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Government has committed an extra $15 million for the Swan and Canning River systems.  That is our record on 
the environment.   

Under Labor, the economy has started moving, the budget is in balance, debt is being reduced and taxes are 
being cut, after they had to be increased because of the failures of the previous Government and the pressures on 
our health system.  We are increasing spending on health, education and community safety, and we are 
protecting the environment.  That is what I will say to the people in the election campaign.  I will not run around 
abusing the Leader of the Opposition, or behaving as he did here today.  I will talk about the facts.   

Another project is very important for the future of our State.  One of the most important issues we have to face in 
Western Australia relates to the future of our city.  How will Perth look in 20 or 30 years?  We do not want to go 
down the American path of urban sprawl and pollution.  Once we have gone too far down that track it would be 
impossible to turn back.  Under the leadership of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the Government 
has a vision for the future of Perth.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Unfortunately, nobody else knows about it.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I think everyone knows about it, because we consulted everyone in framing it and we have 
put it out for public comment.  It is called Network city.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.A. Radisich):  Order!  I remind the Leader of the National Party that he has been 
called to order three times during today’s sitting.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Collie to order.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We are transforming Perth through the Perth to Mandurah rail project.  This will carry almost 
35 000 people each weekday and take 25 000 cars off the freeway.  They are the facts that matter to the people of 
Western Australia.  We are building a new William Street platform providing direct access to the Murray Street 
Mall, and an Esplanade station providing access to the city foreshore.  By realigning the roads near the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, we will have a Southbank-type development along the river.  We will have 
that in the future because we have made it possible.  We have completed an $81 million extension of the 
northern line to Clarkson, and built the new $8.7 million Clarkson station to enable 3 000 additional passengers 
to use the Joondalup line.  Who stands for the public rail system in Western Australia?  The Australian Labor 
Party.  Who delivers on public transport and rail?  The Australian Labor Party.  We have purchased 93 state-of-
the-art railcars to provide faster travelling speeds for commuters and to relieve overcrowding across all lines by 
20 per cent.   

Those are the facts.  The Leader of the Opposition has come in here with his motion, and I have addressed every 
part of that motion with facts; facts about financial management, facts about the economy and employment, facts 
about the health system, facts about community safety in Western Australia, facts about education, facts about 
the environment, and, of course, facts about the future of Perth and the rail system.  We are not a political party 
that would go to the people and just shout out from the rooftops in an undirected way; we have a plan, and that 
plan is coming to fruition.  We do not have a promise for everyone in Western Australia; we have a plan, and 
that plan is coming to fruition.  That plan involves infrastructure investment to create new jobs and 
opportunities; an education and training system that will provide the skills necessary for that growing economy; 
and a police system that is up-to-date and capable of making sure that crime is solved, and what a magnificent 
job the new commissioner is doing!  That plan will help create a health system that not only deals with the 
consequences of ill health but also tackles the issues of ill health prevention through coordinated action across 
government.  We have the strategy for the environment and we have the plan for the future of Perth.   

Finally, we have given great respect to and acknowledged the role of indigenous people.  For the first time in the 
State’s history, it has a Government that acknowledges its indigenous people on all public occasions, because 
they were the traditional owners of the land in Western Australia.  As a result, we are settling land claims all 
over the State.  What happened under the previous Government?  There was deliberate division in our 
community to try to win a few votes.  Under this Government we are settling those issues.  Unfortunately, I 
could not go to Broome a couple of weeks ago with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the member 
for Kimberley, but what a great day it was when we reached a settlement on the Rubibi land claim at long last.  
Why is that happening under a Labor Government?  It is happening because we have the vision.  We do not see 
the people in Western Australia as being in narrow categories as does the Liberal Party; we see a community and 
people wanting to look ahead, achieve more and be creative.  It is the role of the Government to facilitate that 
energy in the community and to facilitate the growth of those strong communities that underpin a strong 
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economy.  It is only under Labor that we get that vision, and it is paying off as can be seen by looking at the facts 
that I have reported to this House.   

Although the Legislative Assembly will probably be sitting again this year to consider business from the 
Legislative Council, this is the last planned sitting day of the year, so I will say this: when all members of this 
Parliament go into the election campaign they should deal with the facts.  They should show respect for the 
people and deal with the facts.  I have come into this Parliament today and I have dealt with the facts.  Today the 
Leader of the Opposition has failed the people of Western Australia.  He did not do any homework on that 
speech - 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Yes he did.  He had it down pat.  He had your number.   
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I know a thing or two about homework, and he did not do it, which was revealed by his 
speech.  People who do not do their homework get caught out.  Labor does its homework.  On the future of 
Western Australia we are delivering for the people, and we are proud of that.  We have respect for the people and 
they will make their choice at the next election.  I am confident -   
Several members interjected.   
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  I call the member for Kalgoorlie to order for the second time.  
The Premier is on his feet, and I hope that members refrain from interjecting.  If things get out of hand, I will be 
forced to continually call members to order, and I remind members that a number of you are already on your 
third call to order.   
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We will go into the election campaign with pride - pride in what we have done - and also 
with energy and enthusiasm about completing the picture for the future for all Western Australians.   
DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [4.06 pm]:  I am very pleased that the Premier and the Minister for 
Education and Training are in the House at the moment.  This morning I presented two petitions; one from a 12-
year-old handicapped boy and one from his parents.  I would now like to read to the House a letter I have 
received from that family.  I raise this matter now because the Premier stood in this Chamber today and said that 
this Government has introduced legislation to stop discrimination, and this matter is about discrimination.  The 
letter reads - 

Dear Janet, 
We were bitterly disappointed to here that the application to have a lift installed at Applecross SH was 
knocked back, but we are very determined to continue to do whatever it takes to get the lift for Justin 
and others with a disability.   
It is difficult for most people who have no involvement with the disabled to appreciate the tremendous 
trials and battles the parents and family of a disabled person face on a daily basis.  To date we have had 
to spend $70,000 of our own money in order just to house and transport Justin.  Yes there is some 
monitory assistance, but it is very little and in most cases difficult to obtain.   

The Premier has now left the Chamber -   
Let us give you a taste of a typical day of looking after Justin.  We wake him at 7am, we then assist him 
to sit upright to allow him to urinate in a bottle, he then is positioned in bed so he can eat breakfast, he 
is then assisted to lie down in bed in order to change him, all his clothing is put on while he is lying in 
bed (very physically demanding on the carer) a sling is then fitted around his body, then he is hoisted 
from his bed to the wheelchair, where splints are fitted to both feet ankles and thighs, he is then re 
positioned in his chair to make him comfortable.  From dressing to chair takes 30 minutes.  
At 8.15am he is hoisted and strapped into a specially modified van and driven to School where he is 
assisted till 3pm with the help of a teachers aid.   
At 3.45pm Justin is transferred to a standing frame where his entire body is raised to a vertical position 
for 30 minutes, he is then hoisted to the floor in a sitting position where his legs are forced straight with 
sandbags for 60 minutes, he then has 15 minutes of muscle stretching exercises, he is then hoisted onto 
his wheelchair and is assisted with homework and then has his dinner.  At 6.30pm he is hoisted to a 
camode for toileting and then showering taking 30 minutes, he is then hoisted from comode to his bed 
to sit upright.  At 8.45pm he is positioned in a comfortable sleeping position.  Justin will call out at least 
twice during the night for re positioning.  Justin needs to attend PMH and Rocky Bay regularly.   
Please keep in mind that Justin does not have the strength to brush his teeth, cut food, drink from a cup, 
scratch his nose, wipe his bottom, role over in bed, write long sentences, tun on a computer, blow his 
noes, wipe his eyes, buckle a seatbelt, answer a phone, open a door, shoo a fly, lift a book etc. 
We currently receive 5 hours per week carer help at home -   
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The ACTING SPEAKER:  Can I remind the member that when she is reading from a document, she is required 
to read just a few lines or to paraphrase the document.  Usually, the entire document is not read out in that way.   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I apologise Mr Acting Speaker.  Members have to hear some of these points to 
appreciate the difficulties under which this boy and family are living.  The boy’s parents wrote to the department 
and to Applecross Senior High School 12 months ago and asked whether a lift could be fitted at the school, so 
that their son could attend that school with his friends from primary school and participate in as many activities 
at that school as he possibly could.  Up until one month ago, we were under the impression that a lift would be 
fitted at the school.  We have just heard that it will not be fitted.  The 12-year-old boy will possibly live until he 
is 16 or 25 years of age.  Schooling is his life and his only pastime.  He now knows that next year when he starts 
at that school he will not be able to fully participate in school activities.  He will not be able to share in some 
activities with his friends from primary school.  If there are any activities on the upper level of that school, he 
will not be able to participate.  The Department of Education and Training has said that it will move his classes 
downstairs.  However, it cannot move all the charts on the walls and the different events that might be held 
upstairs.  I ask the minister to please reconsider his decision.   

Question put and a division taken with the following result -  

Ayes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.P.D. Edwards Mr W.J. McNee Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr L. Graham Mr A.D. Marshall Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.G. Pendal Mr J.L. Bradshaw (Teller) 
Dr E. Constable Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr R.N. Sweetman  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr M.G. House Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mrs C.L. Edwardes Mr R.F. Johnson Mr T.K. Waldron  

Noes (27) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Dr G.I. Gallop Ms A.J. MacTiernan Mr J.R. Quigley 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mrs D.J. Guise Mr J.A. McGinty Ms J.A. Radisich 
Mr C.M. Brown Mr S.R. Hill Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr A.J. Dean Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr R.C. Kucera Mr N.R. Marlborough Ms M.M. Quirk (Teller) 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray  

            

Pairs 

 Mr R.A. Ainsworth Mr P.B. Watson 
 Mr P.D. Omodei Mr E.S. Ripper 
 Mr M.F. Board Mrs C.A. Martin 

Independent Pair 

Mr B.K. Masters 

Question thus negatived.   
 


